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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 H-03 NSC-10 CIAE-00 PM-07 INR-10 
L-03 NEA-10 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 
USIA-15 TRSE-00 SAJ-01 EB-11 MC-02 EURE-00 DRC-01 
/128W 

017252 

PR 181755Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 9648 
INFO DOD WASHDC PRIORITY 
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USNMR SHAPE PRIORITY 
USCINCEUR PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OSLO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE PRIORITY 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 0332 

FOR SECY SCHLESINGER, SECY DENT AND UNDER SECY CASEY 
E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: BEXP, BGEN, MILL NATO, BE 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: REPLACEMENT AIRCRAFT FOR F-104 

1. AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD HAS SUMMED UP THE RAPID PACE OF 
EVENTS WHICH WILL SOON RESULT IN DECISIONS BY A NUMBER OF 
EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS ON A FIGHTER AIRCRAFT REPLACEMENT 
FOR THE F-104 IN USNATO 240. RECENT MESSAGES FROM MY COLLEAGUES 
IN NORWAY, THE NETHERLANDS, AND GERMANY CONFIRM THAT THE 
SITUATION IS HIGHLY FLUID AND THAT THE AMERICAN CANDIDATES 
ARE BY NO MEANS ASSURED OF SUCCESS. IT IS INCREASINGLY 
PROBABLY THAT BELGIUM WILL BE THE FIRST TO MAKE A DECISION 
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REPORTS FROM THE HAGUE AND OSLO INDICATE THAT ATTEMPTS 
AT HIGH LEVEL CONSULTATION BETWEEN THESE GOVERNMENTS 
ARE UNDERWAY. EXPENDITIOUS AND ENERGETIC ACTION BY THE 
USG IS CALLED FOR IF WE HOPE TO INFLUENCE EVENTS. 

2. MEANWHILE WE ARE PURSUING OUR EFFORTS WITH THE BELGIAN 
GOVERNMENT. RECENT CONTACTS WITH SENIOUS GOB OFFICIALS 
INDICATE THAT THE QUESTION IS STILL OPEN WITH LITTLE 
MEVEMENT WITHIN GOV IN PAST MONTH. PRIME MINISTER'S 

CHEF DE CABINET (AN OTHERS) HAVE ASSURED US THAT GOB 
AWARE OF SERIOUS USG INTEREST AND POINTED TO PRIME 
MINISTER'S WILLINGNESS TO MEET WITH THOMAS JONES, 

PRESIDENT OF NORTHROP (WHICH WE INDIRECTLY ARRANGED) 

AS EVIDENCE OF DESIRE OF PM TO BE EVEN-HANDED. THIS WEEK 
WE HANVE HAD FLURRY OF VISITS BY LARGE GROUPS FROM ALL 
THREE COMPETING AMERICAN COMPANIES (LOCKHEED. NORTHROP. 

GENERAL DYNAMICS) PLUS REPRESENTATIVES FROM POTENTIAL SUB- 
CONTARACTORS (HUGHES, SINGER, WESTINGHOUSE) WHO HAVE 
CONSULTED WITH US AS TO WAYS IN WHICH THEY CAN SUPPORT 
PRIMARY EFFORTS OF AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURERS. 

3. IN MY OPINION THE STAKES ARE HIGH IN THIS TRANSACTION. 

IN ADDITION TO THE OBVIOUS COMMERCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
CONSIDERATIONS, I HAVE IN MIND THE FOLLOWING: 

A. AN INTEGRATED NATO MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT HAS BEEN 
A LONG-STANDING OBJECTIVE OF NATO POLICY. WOULD SIDESPREAD 
INTRODUCTION OF THE NON-NATO FRENCH MIRAGE IN NATO 
AIR FORCES BE CONSISTENT WITH THIS IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE? 

B. THE COMPARATIVE TECHNOLOGICAL INFERIORITY OF THE MIRAGE 
(EVEN THOUGH IT MIGHT MEET MINIMUM NATO STANDARDS) WOULD 
POSE A THREAT TO NATO FORCE EFFICIENCY IN THE COMING 

YEARS. THIS WOULD PRESUMABLY BECOME AN INCREASINGLY WORRISOME 
CONCERN IN THE 1980'S AS THE "END OF THE SERIES" MIRAGE SUPER 
F-l FACES NEWER GENERATIONS OF SOVIET AIRCRAFT. 

C. ADOPTION OF THE MIRAGE BY THE BELGIAN, DUTCH.DANISH, AND 
NORWEGIAN AIR FORCES WOULD CLEARLY DIMINISH IF NOT ELIMINATE 
THE LONG-STANDING INITMATE RELATIONSHIP EXISTING BETWEEN THESE 
AIR FORCES AND THE USAF. THIS RELATIONSHIP HAS CONTRIBUTED 
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SIGNIFICANTLY TO BROADER POLITICAL, MILITARY, AND ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS ACROSS THE WHOLE SPECTRUM OF BELGIAN-U.S. INTER- 
COURSE. 

4. THESE ISSUES ARE OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE WHOLE ATLANTIC RELATIONSHIP. WE CAN FORSEE 
UNFORTUNATE CONSEQUENCES IF OUR ALLIES WERE TO REJECT, AT THE 
MOMENT WHEN WE SEEK TO STRENGTHEN ATLANTIC RELATIONSHIP (I.E., 
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EC AND NATO DECLARATIONS), AN AMERICAN PRODUCT SUPERIOR IN 
PERFORMANCE AND LOWER IN COST. THE DAMAGES TO US AND TO NATO 
MILITARY COHESION WOULD BE COMPOUNDED IF, IN THESE CIR 
CUMSTANCES, THE PRODUCT CHOSEN WERE THAT OF A COUNTRY NOT 
INTEGRATED IN NATO. THEREFORE, BEYOND THE SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 
MY COLLEAGUES IN OTHER MISSIONS AND I HAVE ALREADY SUBMITTED, 

I WOULD URGE SECDEF AND SECSTATE COMMUNICATE OUR 

POLITICAL CONCERN TO THEIR EUROPEAN COUNTERPARTS. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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